
Root/tree Radicle Rhizome

taproot or 
dichotomous roots

proliferation of 
secondary roots

subterranean stems, 
bulb or tuber, 

burrow

Hierarchy

cutting of the 
taproot causes the 
destruction of all 

other parts

unity of the root 
maintained in 
supplementary 

dimension

autonomous. 
Loosely 

interconnected 
parts

Operation

Is it working? How 
is it working (for 

me)? Is something 
coming through?

Unity
Linear: everything 

turns around a 
single axis

Cyclical: unity within 
the supplementary 

dimension (e.g. 
dimension of 

knowledge or of 
sentence)

Unitary idea is 
missing

Multiplicity
missing: it has 

been eliminated by 
dualism

rules of combination 
reduce the growth of 

multiplicity

multiplicity is 
achieved by 

subtracting the one 
from the existent: 

n-1

imitation of the world


